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OPENING SPEECH

Democracy’s Standard-Bearer Gives Convinc-
ing Account of His Stewardship.

Masterly Review of His Party’s Splendid Record in Tennes-
see—Attacks of Candidate Littleton Answered With
Vigor—Election Laws Were Enacted in the
Interest of a Pure Ballot.

The first gun of the gubernatorial
campaign in Tennesseeo was fired at
Jackson on Monday. Gov. Frazler
made no apologies for the record
elther of hia or former Democratic ad-
minisirations, snd the [following {3
he had to say:

Ladies and Gentlemen—Two years
ago the people of Tennessee honored
ma by electing me governor of my na-
tive State by nearly 40,000 majority.
Aflter nearly two years of service I
come before you to-day to lay at your
fecl the high commission with which
you honored me, to render to you an
account of my stewardship, and if 1
fhiare discharzed with fidelity the ea-
erod trust committed to my hands to
ask of you a vote of confidence and
arproval

I come
nNGminse

what

the representative and
of the Democratic party,
which has, wilth a single interval of
two years, controlled the government
and administered the affairs of Tennes
gee from 1870 to 1904, Whatever of
good has been accomplished for the
people by lezisiation or administration
during that Jlong period the Democratie
party is entitled to the credit of it.

Na party and no individual is per-
fcet; every party and every individual
makes mistakes, but 1 assert without
fear ol successful contradiction that
during this long period of ascendancy
the Demoeratic parly, which is the
people’s party, has given to Tennessee
the best, the wizest, the most econom-
fecal and efficient government the-State
hag ever enjoved. If this was not true
the Democratic parly could not have
won the confidence and relzined the
reapect and approval of the people.

[ assert it. and I propose to prove fit,
thnt -notwithstanding the chinquapin
oritic isme of politicians seeking votes
vnider Democratic rule Tennessee |3
cene of the best governed and one of
the cheapeat governed States of this
entire Union. I do not come with anv
apolhzy for the record of my party in
the none is needed. I not
come. as my compeétitor came in his
openinz speech at Rutledge, apologiz-
Ing for the sins and iniquities of his
when it was in power In Tennes-

us

past do

party
gae

and cppressed the peopla; that its gov-
ernment “was not a good government”
and begging that the people would
throw over {ts sins, its wrongs, {ts in-

justice and itg iniquities, the mantel of |

Torgetfulness and forglveness. The
people may forgive a party with such
a self-confessed record for the sins of
tha past, but they dare not trust it
with goverument In the future.

The Democratic party comes not
asking for pardon and forgiveness for
past wrongs, but, conscious of the rec-

titude of its purpose, it comes with a !

clean record of wise, faithful and eco-
nomical government, and upon that rec-
ord appeals with confildence to tha
judegment of a just and generous peo-
ple, whose Interests it has served with
unwavering fidelity.

What Is the record of the Democratic

party in Tennesseo and what are some E

of the things which It has accom-
plished which entitles it to the confl-
denece and supporl of the people?
When it came into power it founil
the Siate In wreck and ruins; its credit
gone, {ts treasury empty, and {ts people
bowed down in poverty and ashes,
atrugeling under the burdens of unjust
and oxcessive taxation imposed upon
themn by the Republican party. It
found the rale of taxation 60 cents on
the $100, and still the people's chari-

ties were neglected, the interest on the |

public debt and the State
bankrupt.

it found that durlug the reign of the
Republican party from 1862 to 1870 the

State debt had been Inereased by that

unpaid,

Ledhimitting that it had plundered |

$16,500,000. This was accomplished
over the opposition of the Republican
tparty, which during the administration
of Gov. hawkins sought to fasten on
the people their 100-3 and thelir 60-8
Lilis, which if allowad to stand, would
have imapover'shed the people and
barkrupled the State.

In 1899 a Democratic legislature
passed, and my predecessor, Gov. Mc-
Millin, apprcved, a sinking fund law,
which provided that 10 per cent, of the
gross receipts of the State should
be applied to the payment of
the public debt, and that any
surplus over and above the cur-
rent eXpenses remalning at the
end of the year should also be turned
into the sinking fund to be applied to
the retirement of the bonded indebted-
ness

Under the operation of these laws,
passed by the Democratic party, there
Las been paid a floating indebtedness
lof 2850,000 and bonds to the amount
of §1,672,600 have been cancelled and
| retired, thus reducing the interest-
| bearing obligation of the State $2.522..
600, Since |l became your governor
| something more than a year and a half
| agzo, there has been purchased and re-
[tired $485,900 of bonds. Thus, by tae
I wisdom and splendid statesmanship of
ithe Demoeratic party, has this great
| and vexed problem finally been
gclved, and the debt is being paid at
| the rate of more than a third of a mil-
(lion dollars a year, the amount already
| tetired making an annual saving in in-
terest to the people of more than
. $75.000,

The State's credit has been restored
and maintained, and stands to-day In
the money markets of the world among
|tbe first of the States of the Unlon.
'l believe that the public debt, which
had rested for so long as_a burden
| unon the people and has hampered the
progress and retarded the materiall
| development of the State, should Le
| paid with rea=onable rapiditv, and I
i bave Insisted and shall insist’ that at
| least 10 per cent. of the gross receipts
{of the State shall be thus applied.
{ But I do not believe the payment of
|

{this debt should be pressed so as 1o
'ay undue burdens of taxation upoa
| this generation, who did not create the
debt, and who received no direct bene-
| fits therefrom, and who are therefore
!'un.!:-r no more obligations to pay it
than the generalions which are to
come after them.

Nor should it be urged to the neg-
[lect of the other fair and just demands
iof the State that are pressing and im-
minent. When I came into office 1
found that under the operations of

that part of the sinking fund act al-
|lowing the surplus to be turned into
 the sinking fund the State was apply-
|ing over 20 per cent., or more than
one-fifth of its entire Ilncome, to the

l I found

i payvment of the public debt.
‘at the same time that the average
;wrms of the public schools of the
{ State, where the sons and daughters
{of the great mass of the farmers and
{ working people must get their educa-
i tion, If they get any at all, were only
open on an average of ninety-three
{days in the vear, and .in many of tha
counties of the State less than seventy-
five days.

I found also that there were hun
dreds of thousands of old, maimed
and helpless ex-Confederate esoldicere,
whose records were clean and who
viere entitled to pensions under the
law, but who could not be placed »m
the rolls for want of funds with which

to pay them: and I said these debts |
which a grateful people owe to these |

old soldiers and which we owe to these
Hbrl::h{-fum'-rj boys and girls are sacred
| and pressing, and must be paid now.

| The debt of the bondholder, which
{is not due for nearly tem years, can
{ walit.

These bovs and girls, who are |

them all, with credit to itself, with sat-
isfactin to the people and to tba.evet-
lasting good of the State.

When the Democratic party came

into power it faced a debt of $41,000,-

00 and an empty treasury. By a wise
and just compromise that vast debt
was reduced from $41,000,000 to about
tions for that purpose $200,000. Under
the operations of this law the pension
list has been increased from 1,674 to
2,252, The putlway of pearly 700 old
berces has Leen made smoother and
their declin'ng years brighter and hap-
pler during my admiunistration.

I also recommend that the sinking
fund law Le amended so as to apply
to the purchase and retirement of
bonds 10 per cent. of the g.oss receipts
of the State and the saved interest,
and that any surplus that might re-
main in the treasury at the end of the
year after the payment of all the cur-
rent obligations of the State, be turned
into the school fund and be distributed
among the several counties of the
State In proportion to ths scholastic
population for the benefit of the pub
lic schools of the counties. Under law
passed upon this subject by the last
legislature, there was applied to the
school fund on the first day of Jan-
uary, 1904, $271,000, or 35 cents for
every child of school age in the State
o! Tennessaa,

That law was intended particalar-
Iy to help the country schools, and [
am glad toc Eknow that it is helping
them. Our city schools, as a rule, are
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its repeal. Let us look at that law
for a moment. It provides for a uni.
form system of school books over_ the
whole State to be selected every five
years by a commission appointed from
the State board of education, and to
be let to the lowest bidders, after open
competition.

This law has saved, and is saving.
the people of Tennessee hundreds of
thousands of dollars every year. Un
der the adoption made filve years ago,
there was a saving of nearly 30 per
cent. on the prices of books, which the
people had been paying before that
law was passed. Under the recont
adoption there Is a saving of 17 per
ceut. ovér the prices paid under the
former adoption, making a saving of
at least 45 per cent. on the prices the
people were paying for school books
under the old system. In other words,
your child is getting his school booka
at a little more than half what he was
paying before this law was passed.

There were enrolled in the publie
schools of the State last vear 492,779
children. If each child should buy
only $1 worth of books in a year, therc
would be a net saving to the people
of $221,750 in a single year. That Is
only one of the many benefits of this
law. It gives uniformity throughout
the State, and insurea better classifi-
cation and better instruction in the
schools.

Under the law the books, when
adopted, are good {n any county in the
State, and a family moving from on2

well equipped and have funds arising | county to another, or from the country

from municipal taxes sufficient to run
them nine months in the year, but our
country schools, for want of funds, are
poorly equipped and of short terms.
This s not as it should be. More than
three-fourths of our people live n
country or village. We are an agrl-
cultural people.

They pay their taxes and coutribute
their full share to the wealth and
prosperity and greatness of the Com-
monwealth. The sons and daughters
of these sturdy farmers mneed and

ought to have the same advantages r.-tl

lLm{:nk system In some force.

to the city, does not have to buy new

!b{)bkﬁ. as under the old system, where
|every county and city was likely to

have, and generally did have, a dif-
ferent set of books. The adoption is
made for five years, and no change can
be made in that time, and hence books
can be handed doewn from child to
child, thus effecting a great saving t>
the cltizen.

More than half of the States in the |, ",

uniform text
. Its value
and its saving to the people have been

Union now have the

education as their neighbors who llve | proven by experience beyond the pos-

in the cities. Under the operation of
this and other laws passed by the last

of objection to this law?
legislature, there has been a markediiu a trust.

What are the grounds
They say It
If so, It is one which the

sibllity of cavlil.

improvement in the public schools of }State. by Its stronz arm, has gotten

this State.

The terms have been  materially
lengthened, the atitendance increaseil
and the general efficiency improved.

In a republic 1lke ourd the universal
education of all Lthe children of all the
people is the only safeguard for the
perpetuity of our free institutions, and
the surest guaranty of the future
wealth and greatness of the State.
And any man or any candidate wbo
sneers at public education and whosa
politics would tear down rather than
build up, and who, either from igno-

party by the grossest and most glaring to make the future manhood and wo- |rance or want of interest, cares noth-

frands, from $10,000,000 to the appall-
ing sum of $41,000,000. It found that
the Republican party had laid its dirty

manhood of the State and are to be

the clief factors In the development |
of its resources and the production of |

ling for the growth and improvement

of this great department of the State
government, which comes so close to

hands on the school fund, which had | {ts wealth, and who will in a few years | the homes and is of such vital import-

teen begueathed by the fathers as a
sacred heritage to the children of Ten-
nossce, and had used a part of it to
pay the current expenses of the State
ana the balance they had ruthlessly
squandered and wasted, so that the
State was without public schols or the
money with which to maintain them.
iL found that the convict jease sys-
temr had been fastened on the peniten-
tiary, and still it was costing the tax
pay 2rs of the State annually more than
$10L0. 000,
found that the intelligence, the
wealth, ihe flower of the State’s splen-
did naunhood, had been disfranchised

it

an.] denled a voice in the government;‘ 800,000 bright-faced schoo]

of thelr own affairs, while ignorant ne-
groes and carpet-bag adventurars large
ly did the voling. levied the taxes,
squandered the money and trampled
npon ithe rights of the people. Tha
Democratic party met the problem
with ihese conditlons presented in a
briva and manly spirit and solved

':take charge of its affairs, shape its
ipolicies and determine {its destiny,
must be trained, educated and made
intelligeut citizens now, or it will be
too late.

To these old Confederate soldiers
who sacrificed their fortunes, their
| hopes and their health at the call of
| their State must be extended the help-
|ing hana of a generous angd patriotic
| people now, or it will be too late. A
few more years and they will be gone
jand there will remain only the mem-
|ory of their splendid courage and he-
' roic devotion to duty.
! As between the old soldier and the
children
| who need the state’s help on the one
1gide, and the bondholders upon the
{ other, I said, and repeat it here, let the
| bendliolJer wait. 1 recommended to
{ the legislature that the appropriations
| for pensions to ex-Confederate soldiers
‘be increased, and they were increased
$50 000, making the total appropria-

ance to our cltizenship, Is not a wise
counselor or a safe gulde of the people:
You know, that the. Democratic

by the throat and forced to disgorgv'
and sell its books to the school chil- !

dren of Tennecssee 45 per cent. chean
or than It did before thls law was
passed.

But my competitor says, “They have
deprived the parents of children of
the right to say what books their boys
and girls may read and study.”
my countrymen, there never was a svs-
tem of elther publie or private schools
under which the parent gelected the
books his children were to study. Un-
der the system In effect In Tennessea
before the passage of this law the

county superintendents selected the

books to be used in the county, and
the city superintendents selected the
books for the cities, and nearly everv
county and city in the State had a dif
ferent set of books. That was bad
enough, hut how could any school be

party passed, and is enforcing, what Icarried on where each parent selected

is known as the uniform text bock
law. My competitor opposes that law,
a8 he does nearly every other law that
has been passed by the Democratic
party for the good of the people. He
made a speech at Rutledge on the 4th
of July, and had it published and sent
broadcast over the State, tha“ is so full
of misstatemenis, falseh and
slanders of the Democratic party that
I cannot allow it to pass unchallenged.
As this speech was carefully prepared
and widely published, it was, of course,
intended to state the case for my com-
petitor and his party and I accept itas
such. TUpon it he must stand or fall
He cannot escape from It, and no
amount of squirming or explaining can
rolieva him.

My competitor opposes the uniform
text book law and, of course, favors

the books for his own child? Each
child might have a dlfferent book, and
hence be in a class to himself.

If the sugeestion did not come from
a distingulshed candidate fo- grvern-
or, I would say it was appalling In its
silliness. My competilor wants to re-
peal this law and leave the book con-
cerns free to extort upon the peopla
in every county in the State as they
did before this law was passed. 1 say
it is a wise and beneficial law, and
should be retained and the people giv-
en the benefit of its lmmense savings.

Not content with this attack upon
the laws affecting the public schools
of the State, my competitor has seen
fit, for some reason which it is diffienit
to understand, to attack, to misrepre-
sent and to slander the University of
Tennessee. While this college is gov-

| hls speech

iis a

i Littleton for the
Why, | :

' Lie for iw

erned by a self-perpetuating board of I into the treasury $9,627. During the

thirty trustees, of which the Slate has
only four ex-officilo members, and
while the officials and trustees appear
te¢ be amply able to take care of them-
selves, still, as this is a semi-public
institution, and the attack is so un-
just and the misstatement of facts so
gross and inexcusable, I feel that ft
iz due the public to know the truth.
Mr. Littleton says the national gov
e1nment has given to this university to
establish and maintain an agricultural
and mechanical college $1,5600,000,
The treasurer, himself a distin-
guished Republican, says It has re-
ceived from the national government,
through the Morrell - fund and the
Hatch fund, $5562,500. The gentleman’s
statement appears to Le in round num-
bers just $1.000,060 from the truth. He

saya It receives annuvally from the na--

tional government $60,000. The treas-
urer says it only receives $40,000. He
says in addilion to this sum the State
of Tennesse has rezularly and often
appropristed out of our own State
treasury thcousands of dollars for the
use and benefit of this school.

The fact is, the State of Tennesses
had never given one dollar out of l*s
treasury for this school until the last
session of the legislature, and it then
gave $10,000 to buy more land for ag-
ricultural and experiment station pur-
poses. He says that the trustees sold
the farm the federal government
bought for them. The treasurer says
the federal government never bought
or gave a fuoot of land to the college,
but that as a condition en which the
fund was given, the university had to
furnish a farm, and that the land sold
was outlying ridge land, unfit for ag-
ricultural purposes, which was owned
by the college before it received gov-
ernment aid, and the proceds were ap-

plied ‘o buildinz Science Hall, where |

enginesring and the mechanical arts
ccould bhe taught.

He sa s s the money appropriated by
the national government has been and
is being diverted from the purpose pro-
vided by the aect of congress. The
treo curer says not one dollar has been
st« (liverted, and that reports of how

the money is expended are sent annu-

ally to the secretary of agriculture at !

Washington and by him passed upon
end approved. He Is a distinguished
Republican official, 3

My ecompetitor says the experiment
station is a mere pretense and a fraud,
Mr. Wilson, the Republican secretary
of agriculture, says it
acuipped and best conducted stations
in the country, and that it is doing
a great work for agriculture and the
farming Interests of Tennessee and
the South. And there are thousands
of progressive farmers over Tennss-
sea who have received its
and reports and its aid
tions who are ready to give like tes-
timony.

But for fear youn may think T do the
gentleman an injustice, listen tn what
the Knoxville Journal and
the only Republican dally

paper in

Tennessee, and a supporter of Mr. Lit- |

tleton, says:

“Where Mr. Littleton got his In-
formation, we are not prepared to say
but his statementis concerning the Tni
versity of Tennessee are as erroneous
a< they well eould be.
Mr. Littleton dld not seek Information

where acenrate Information could be |

had bDefore making statements that
are so directly In confliet with the
facts.”

Did Mr. Littleton know the facts
abbout this institution when he made

wonld be to reflect upon his intelll-
gence, and this T would not do. Then,
what was the motive that made him
that he might strike at
this great Institutlon of learning?
Every officer in the board of trusteea
distinguished Republican who
hag dared to think for himself and
who has resented the dominating boss-
fsm of Mr. Liitleton’s sponsor, the
Hon, Boss Brownlow.

Judge O. P. Temple {8 chairman of
tha board; the Hon. William Rule, edi-
tor of the Knoxville Journal, iz secre-
tary: the Hon. James Maynard. the
son of the distinguished Republican,
the Hon. Herace Mayvnard, is treasur-
or, and the Hon. E. T. Sanford, who
tad the audacity to run against Nr.
nomination before
Brownlaw's convention, is chairman
of the finance board. If there has
been any misappropriation of funds.
these are the men who are responsl
Wh; did Mr. Littleton at-
tack them through the university?
Was he ordered to do so by his “bos~,”
or was it because Sanford dared to op

pgse his nomination on the grmm.?.nl

that he d1d@? 1 leave him to answer as

to the=s gentlemen, but as to the uni-|

versity, I protest that any candidate of
any party who will, for some fancied
partisan advantage to himself, run
down, decry and mlisrepresent one of
the great Institutions of the State,
which offers such advantages and is
doing so0 much for the ambitious boyvs
and the agricultural interests of the
State, does not deserve the confidence
end support of fair, honest and pa-
triotic men of any party.

My competitor places himself on
record as opposed to an agricultural
department, and to the law providing
for the inspection of fertilizers sold
in the State. That department has
been In existence since 1875, and not
1883, as stated by my competitor. It
was in operation during the last Re-
publican administration in Tennessee
—in 1881 and 1882—and was during
those years run at g cost to the tax-
payers of the State of $13,721, while
for the last two years it has pald its
entire cost of operation and turned

iz one of the best

bulletins
and sugges- |

| that the foreigner pays the tax

| publican

We regret that

? To esay that he did not |

jthan they are to you.

Republican administration the ocom-
missioner of agriculture recelved =
galary of $3,000. Now his salary is
$2,500. This is the only department
of the state government organized and
maintained exclusively for the benefit
of the farmers of Tennessee, and yet
my competitor wants to abolish it.

Tha inspection of fertilizers is ounly
one of the many duties of this depart-
ment. It gathers data from 400 to 500
correspondents and issues free crop re-
ports for the information and guld-
ance of farmers. It issues fres fer-
tilizer bulletins for the use and protec-
tion of farmers,

It held last year farmers’' institutes
in sixty-seven counties of the BState,
that were attended by over 10,000
fy.mers. It analyzes free the soils of
the farmers. It isa bureau of informa-
tion for farmers seeking homes In Ten
nessee. It maintains a live stock In-
spection which has kept the national
quarantine line below many of the
counties of the state, and thus saved
the farmers and live stock raisers
more than ten times the cos{ of main-
taining the whole agricultural depart-
ment. Why, my [riends, every state
in this Union except two maintain an
agricultural department, and every
state where fertilizers are sold hag it
inspected.

The farmers of Tennessee bought
from June 1, 1903, to June 1, 1904,
82,676 tons of fertilizer at a cost of
more than half a million dollars. If
there hiad been no imspection the farm-
ers would have had no protection and
this vast sum might have been more
than wasted in the purchase of spuri-
ous and worthless stuff. The gentle-
man =ays the inspections are made
through cracks, and then the inspect-
ors hasten to make out their expense
account. These glatements like so
many others made in that speech, are
untrue and display a pltilable ignor-
ance of the facis or a reckless disre-
gard of truth. No appropriation is
made for the expenses of the Inspect-
ors and they pay their own expenses,
and no expense account 1s ever made
out or paid. A sample of every brand
of fertilizer is taken and analyzed and
a record made for the use and pro-
tection of the farmers of the state,

Twentv-five samples were taken last
vear of twenty-five different fertilizers
from Franklin county alone, the homs
of my competitor, and every one of
them analvzed. Without these inspec-
tions and analyvses the farmers of
Franklin county would have been ab-
solutely at the mercy of the fertilizer
companies, who could have sold them
inferlor and worthless stuff and they
would have had no redress.

But the gentleman says the farmers
pay the inspection fees Imposed by law
upon the fertilizer companies. If this
be true and the consumer pays the
tax, when the Republican party has

| been for vears practicing the most gl-
| gantic fraud

| farmers of
Tribuna, |

and deception upon the
this country in telling
them and making some of them be-
lieve that they do not pay the tariff
tax levied on the things they buy, but
An
honest confession is good for the Re-
soul, even if it is inadvert-
ently, made. The Republican party
has always contended that the for-
eigner pald the tariff tax, and hence it
made no difference to the farmer It
there was a tariff of 20 to 60 per cent
oun the plow, the trace chain, the coat
or the hat he buys, but if it be true
that he pays the tax, then it becomes
important. The price of his wheat
and corn and cotton and the products
of hig farm, everybody knows, is fixed
in the open markets of the world.

|
|
! He has a surplus and no amount of
1tarlﬂ could affect his price, while the
' necessaries of life which he must buy
!h;ve the tariff tax added on, and this

be must pay. Not only that, but undesr
the protection of the tariff laws upon
| which the Republican party says It
'stands pat and proposes to maintaim
,even to the last schedule, these pro

| teoted trusts, not only make you pay

'the tariff at home, but they are aot-
| nally shipping their goods abroad and
| selling them to the foreigner cheaper
If that be truea
end it is not now dizputed by well In-
|formed men, then the trust which
sells certainly needs no protection,
'and no party deserves the support of
the people who will refuse te glv

itkem relief from these unjust and uc

| necessary tariff taxes, under the shel-

| tering arm of which trusts have sprung

up and are flourishing as they never
| did before. These are some of the
ithings my competitor stands for. 1If
| vou farmers are tired of paying tributa
tec the protected trusts; if you do not
want wvour agricultural bureau abol
{iehed and do not want to be laft un-
protected to the tender mercies of the
fertilizer companies, then you do not
want the things for which my com-
petitor stands.

The finances of the State were nev
in better condition nor more prudent.
or carefnlly managed. During m)
term of office, without raising the
taxes upon the people one penny, the
State has met its every obligation
when due; paid the interest om fits
bonded debt:; supported Iliberally itw
worthy charities; paid Increased pebn-
sions to its old and helpless soldiers;
pald for a handsome exhibit of its re-
sources at St. Louis: pald annually
more than a third of a million dollars
on its bonded debt and turned a sur-
plus of more than a guarter of a mil-
lion dollars into the school fund at the
end of the year. Every department of
the State government has been con-
ducted with the highest business effic-
jency and with scrupulous honesty an.!
fidelity. Every dollar collected from the
people has been honesily applied and




